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1.​ EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: 6 

Event name: Bridging Past and Present for a Cohesive and Integrated Society 

Type: Training & Awareness raising, information and dissemination 

In situ/online: in-situ 

Location: Rosarno (Italy),  

Date(s): 21-24 May 2026 

Website(s) (if any): https://www.euchangemakers.com/voices  

Participants 

Female: 149 

Male: 123 

Non-binary: 0 

Hungary 2 

Germany 4 

Moldova 6 

Sweden  3 

Italy 233 

Spain 1 

Luxembourg 2 

Belgium 2 

Greece 5 

https://www.euchangemakers.com/voices
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France 3 

Portugal 1 

Bulgaria 1 

Romania 3 

Slovakia 1 

Ukraine 3 

Ireland 2 

Poland 1 

Total number of participants: 272 From total number of countries: 17 

Description 
Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

The final VOICES event was held in Rosarno, Italy, from 21 to 24 May 2026. Over the course of three days, 
the consortium brought together more than 270 participants from 17 countries, including international 
students, representatives of civil society, local authorities, policymakers, migrant communities, and citizens 
from across the Rosarno Plain. Participants included members of the Youth Squads, students who had 
actively contributed to the collection of migration testimonies, the drafting of policy recommendations, and 
the dissemination of project results at local and European level. 

Designed as both a celebration and an advocacy milestone, the event directly contributed to the 
dissemination of project results at the local level. It pursued four interconnected objectives: to combat 
stereotypes and prejudices by raising awareness of the historical roots and contemporary manifestations of 
racism; to address the specific challenges faced by rural and remote areas experiencing significant 
migration flows; to promote the adoption of the Local Anti-Racism and Integration Action Plan by local 
authorities and key stakeholders; and to strengthen international cooperation among civil society 
organisations, local administrations, authorities, and policymakers in tackling structural racism and fostering 
inclusion. 

The event took place in Rosarno, a city that has become one of Southern Italy’s most emblematic examples 
of both the opportunities and challenges linked to migration and integration. Over the years, Rosarno has 
developed innovative approaches to inclusion, including the creation of the Solidarity Village and a growing 
network of initiatives supporting migrant workers and their families. Against this backdrop, the final VOICES 
event provided an opportunity to reflect on the city’s transformation and to promote Rosarno as a positive 
example of intercultural dialogue and social cohesion. 

The programme consisted of three complementary moments: 

●​ the Audiovisual Exhibition “Rosarno: Capital of Integration”, hosted in the Municipality’s offices and 
presenting the migration stories, photographs, and policy outcomes developed during the project; 

●​ the conference where the Local Anti-Racism and Integration Action Plan was adopted by local 
authorities of the area, counting on the participation of journalists and civil society organizations; 

●​ the Multicultural Festival celebrating the diversity of the local community through international 
gastronomy, music and cultural performances. The festival brought together citizens, migrants, 
international students, and institutional representatives in a shared celebration of diversity and 
coexistence.  
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In addition to the planned activities, EucA organized a simulation of the European Committee of 
the Regions, during which international students debated and drafted opinions on local policies 
promoting integration, anti-racism, and social inclusion.  

Beyond its cultural and institutional dimensions, the event represented a concrete example of how local 
authorities, young people, civil society organisations, and migrant communities can work together to 
promote inclusive policies and strengthen democratic participation. Through exhibitions, debates, policy 
discussions, and cultural activities, participants were encouraged to reflect on the value of diversity, 
challenge stereotypes, and contribute to building more cohesive communities. The event also attracted 
significant local visibility and public participation. The exhibition, the adoption conference, and the 
Multicultural Festival were promoted as public initiatives open to citizens and local stakeholders, reinforcing 
the project's commitment to creating lasting impact beyond its direct beneficiaries. The Municipality of 
Rosarno presented the initiative as a celebration of intercultural dialogue and active citizenship, highlighting 
the city’s ongoing commitment to integration and social inclusion. 

Pre-event activities​
In preparation for the final VOICES event, EucA and the Municipality of Rosarno worked closely together to 
ensure its successful implementation. Particular attention was dedicated to the preparation of the exhibition 
“Rosarno: Capital of Integration”, which showcased the migration testimonies, photographs, and project 
outcomes developed throughout the two-year implementation of VOICES. The 52 panels of the exhibition 
were shipped to Italy directly from Brussels, and were temporarily hosted by the Museum of Soriano 
Calabro on 27 April 2026 for a pop-up exhibition during the second VOICES Dissemination event in Italy 
(WP7, see D14). The panels were then brought to Rosarno for the event.  

During March-April 2026 EucA coordinated the participation of international students and Youth Squads 
members, ensuring gender balance and the presence of over 15 EU countries at the event. The Municipality 
of Rosarno also engaged local associations, public authorities, schools, media and representatives of 
migrant communities to ensure broad community involvement in the final activities. For the Multicultural 
Festival, they worked in close collaboration with OASI Association, which already took part in the VOICES 
event in Rosarno in July 2025 and the High-Level Summit in Brussels in January 2026. OASI managed the 
food preparation of the Festival and coordinated the migrant communities in the organization. The 
Municipality of Rosarno also contacted media, local authorities, and journalists, and invited citizens and 
locals to attend the event.  

Additionally, on 12 and 19 May 2026, from 15:00 to 16:00, EucA hosted two online onboarding sessions via 
Zoom for the international students. The sessions aimed to co-design the “Europe Stand” of the Festival, 
which was meant to celebrate European cultural heritage present at the event. The first session began with 
an introduction by EucA staff, who outlined the background, objectives, and expected impact of the VOICES 
project, and the agenda and logistics for the Rosarno event. The session concluded with a practical 
overview of the event’s agenda and logistics, followed by a Q&A moment that allowed students to clarify 
their doubts and prepare for their active participation in Rosarno. The second session was specifically 
tailored to co-create the Europe Stand. Since most of our students had a migrant background or are 
second-generation migrants, they decided to celebrate Europe’s diversity, highlighting also their culture of 
origin. The result was a mix of music, traditional dances, and traditional food.  
 
Event Activities 
Day 0: 21 May 2026 
The first day was dedicated to arrivals and logistical preparations in Rosarno. All international participants 
arrived that day and were welcomed by Rosarno’s staff. After the arrivals, they could enjoy the city and 
coastal towns in the area. 

Day 1: 22 May 2026​
Opening Ceremony of the Exhibition and European Committee of the Regions Simulation​
The first day of the event started with the opening of the exhibition “Rosarno: Capital of Integration”, hosted 
at the Municipality of Rosarno. Following the registration of participants, the ceremony was opened with a 
welcome address by Mayor Pasquale Cutrì, who highlighted the importance of migration, inclusion, and 
intercultural dialogue for the future development of Rosarno and the wider territory. The opening remarks 
were followed by a presentation of the VOICES project and the event, delivered by EucA’s Project 
Coordinator Alessia Massari. 
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A particularly meaningful moment of the ceremony was the participation of Youth Squads members, who 
shared personal testimonies about their involvement throughout the project. The selected Youth Squads are 
the four international students who also took part in the High Level Summit in Brussels and co-designed the 
Action Plan with mayors and policymakers of the area: Camila Velez Martinez, Giuseppe Bellassai, Boglar 
Kiss and Fiorella Rodriguez Santos. Drawing on their experiences collecting migration stories, engaging 
with local communities, and advocating for policy change, they reflected on the transformative impact of the 
project both on their personal development and on their understanding of European citizenship. 

The exhibition was then officially inaugurated and opened to visitors. Participants had the opportunity to 
explore the materials displayed, including photographs, migration testimonies, project outputs, and policy 
recommendations developed throughout the VOICES journey. The exhibition served both as a celebration 
of the project's achievements and as a public awareness-raising tool, giving visibility to migrant voices and 
highlighting positive examples of integration within the territory. 

Following a lunch break, activities for international students continued with the European Committee of the 
Regions Model Simulation. The session opened with a motivational speech delivered by Gian Luca 
Giovannucci, President of EucA, who encouraged participants to embrace active citizenship and recognise 
the role that young people can play in shaping more inclusive societies. The opening speech was followed 
by greetings from Mirela Mazalu, Secretary General at EucA and a presentation of the event agenda and 
model simulation rules by Alessia Massari, Projects Coordinator. 

Participants then took part in interactive ice-breaking activities designed by Theodosios Tasios, 
representative of Perrotis College and a psychologist. Through these preparatory activities, students gained 
a deeper understanding of multilevel governance and the role of local authorities in addressing challenges 
related to migration and social inclusion. 

The afternoon concluded with the first phase of the simulation. Participants were divided into two groups 
(Commissions) and assumed the roles of regional and local representatives, delivering speeches and 
working within thematic commissions to develop draft opinions on local integration policies. Commission 1 
worked on writing an opinion on strengthening local integration policies for third-country nationals and  
Commission 2 wrote an opinion on strengthening local integration policies for EU nationals settled in 
another country. The session fostered debate, negotiation, and collaborative problem-solving while 
encouraging participants to consider policy challenges from different territorial perspectives. ​
​
During the evening, after the end of the activities, participants had the chance to take part in a cultural tour 
in the city of Tropea.  

Day 2 (23 May 2026)​
European Committee of the Regions Simulation, Adoption Conference and Multicultural Festival​
The second day began with an opening speech by Pantelis Chantzaras, Coordinator of Student and Alumni 
Affairs for Perrotis College, and a greeting moment by Mariagrazia Melfi, Director for Research at EucA. 
The morning was then dedicated to the continuation of the Committee of the Regions simulation. 
Participants worked on amendments to the draft opinions developed during the previous day, engaging in 
negotiations and discussions designed to replicate the decision-making processes of the CoR. Following a 
coffee break, participants debated and voted on proposed amendments before convening in a plenary 
session in the early afternoon, where the final opinions were discussed and approved. Throughout the 
simulation, students demonstrated strong analytical skills, policy awareness, and an ability to work 
collaboratively across cultural and national backgrounds. The exercise provided a practical opportunity to 
explore how local and regional authorities can contribute to addressing migration, integration, and 
anti-racism challenges through concrete policy measures. 

In the afternoon, participants joined the Adoption Conference of the Local Anti-Racism and Integration 
Action Plan, held at the Municipality of Rosarno. The conference, sponsored by the Calabria Region, 
brought together local authorities, policymakers, representatives of civil society organisations, students, and 
citizens, creating a unique platform for dialogue between institutions and young people. Among participants 
were different mayors and institutional representatives of the area who also took part in the High Level 
Summit and contributed to the drafting of the Local Action Plan. A special mention goes to Patrizia Carmen 
Rodi Morabito,  member of the board of the Reggio Calabria Chamber of Commerce who fought first-hand 
against the organized crime groups of the area. Among the media representatives (below), Robin Mognetti 
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French journalists, screenwriter and director, who is currently producing a documentary on Rosarno and the 
area.  

The event opened with institutional greetings from Mayor Pasquale Cutrì, who highlighted the importance of 
combating discrimination, promoting equal opportunities, and strengthening social cohesion within local 
communities. The conference also marked the official conclusion of the VOICES project. During this 
session, Arturo Lavorato, Councilor and Project Coordinator on behalf of the Municipality of Rosarno, 
introduced the guests and explained the importance of such projects for rural realities like Rosarno. During 
the conference, representatives of EucA, Perrotis College and Rosarno highlighted the project's 
achievements and reflected on the impact generated through the collection of migration testimonies, the 
development of policy recommendations, and the active involvement of young people across Europe. 

A central moment of the conference was the presentation of the Local Anti-Racism and Integration Action 
Plan by the Municipality of Rosarno. The document represented the culmination of a participatory process 
involving students, MEPs, EU officials, local authorities, and other civil society stakeholders. Particular 
emphasis was placed on the fact that many of its recommendations originated from the migration stories 
collected during the project and from the policy proposals drafted by students. The Action Plan was formally 
adopted by the Municipality and supported by Mayors from across the Gioia Tauro Plain, demonstrating a 
shared commitment to strengthening inclusion, combating racism, and promoting integration at territorial 
level. 

Following the conference, local participants visited the VOICES audiovisual exhibition before joining the 
Multicultural Festival, while international students had the chance to undertake a guided tour of the 
Archeological “Medma” Museum of Rosarno. Then, all participants were guided to the Archeological Park of 
the Museum that hosted the Festival. 

The Multicultural Festival represented the celebratory dimension of the final VOICES event. Open to the 
public and attended by hundreds of citizens, students, migrant communities, and institutional 
representatives, the festival transformed Rosarno into a vibrant space for intercultural exchange and 
community participation. 

The Festival was organized by the Municipality of Rosarno in collaboration with Associazione OASi and was 
divided into stage and dancefloor area, media and radio area and six food and culture stands: 

●​ Morocco 
●​ Moldova 
●​ Ukraine 
●​ Ghana, Mali and Ivory Coast 
●​ Romania 
●​ EucA’s Europe stand representing Hungary, Germany, Sweden, Italy, Spain, Luxembourg, 

Belgium, Greece, France, Portugal, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Ireland and Poland. The Stand also 
included the celebration of the cultural heritage of some EucA students of migrant or 
second-generation origins, including Albania, Mexico, Georgia, Nigeria, Colombia, Brazil, and the 
Dominican Republic.  

Each cultural stand was managed by Rosarno’s migrant communities, who prepared and offered traditional 
dishes while sharing elements of their cultural heritage through music, traditional dances, and informal 
exchanges with visitors. These spaces became vibrant meeting points where participants could discover 
different traditions and stories, transforming food and culture into powerful tools for dialogue and mutual 
understanding. EucA coordinated a dedicated Europe stand co-created with international students, featuring 
a photobooth corner and an international desserts area, where participants could taste sweets and 
traditional delicacies from the countries represented throughout the VOICES project. In addition, 
international students actively contributed to the programme by organizing artistic performances, group 
dances, and interactive activities that encouraged participation and engagement among visitors. 

Through these cultural celebrations, artistic expressions, music, and dance, the festival offered a unique 
opportunity to explore the richness and diversity of the communities represented within the project. The 
informal and welcoming atmosphere encouraged meaningful encounters between local residents, migrants, 
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students, and institutional representatives, creating opportunities to celebrate diversity while reflecting on 
the shared values of solidarity, inclusion, mutual respect, and European citizenship. 

The stage and performance area served as the heart of the festival’s cultural programme. A concert by the 
renowned Calabrian folk music band “Quartaumentata” brought the region’s musical heritage to life, 
showcasing traditional rhythms, instruments, and songs deeply rooted in the cultural identity of Calabria. 
The performance attracted a large audience and created a moment of collective celebration that connected 
local traditions with the festival’s broader intercultural spirit. Later in the evening, a DJ set transformed the 
festival into a shared dancefloor where participants from different countries, cultures, and generations came 
together, symbolically embodying the values of coexistence and community promoted by the VOICES 
project. 

The festival also featured a dedicated media and radio corner, which contributed to amplifying the visibility 
of the initiative and its messages beyond the local context. Radio Freccia Network, represented by 
broadcasters Cece', Girolamo, and Paolo Falleti, provided live coverage and online broadcasting throughout 
the event. Journalists Kety Galati from “Gazzetta del Sud” and Giovanni Iannizzi from “ZMedia” were also 
present, documenting the activities and engaging with participants, thereby helping to disseminate the 
project's outcomes and promote public awareness of issues related to migration, inclusion, and anti-racism. 

More than a cultural celebration, the Multicultural Festival represented a concrete demonstration of how 
culture can act as a bridge between communities. By bringing together residents, migrant communities, 
young European students, civil society organisations, and public authorities in a shared public space, the 
initiative fostered dialogue, challenged stereotypes, strengthened social cohesion, and promoted a stronger 
sense of belonging to a common European community. The event also contributed to increasing the 
visibility of positive integration experiences within Rosarno, further reinforcing the city's role as a reference 
point for intercultural dialogue, anti-racism initiatives, and social inclusion in Southern Italy. 

Day 3: 24 May 2026​
Departures​
The final day was dedicated to participants' departures. Informal exchanges among participants continued 
throughout the morning, allowing students, local stakeholders, and project partners to reflect on the 
experience and discuss opportunities for future cooperation. The event concluded with participants returning 
to their respective countries and communities, bringing with them new skills, stronger intercultural 
competencies, and a renewed commitment to promoting inclusion, democratic participation, and active 
citizenship.  

​
Event Results ​
The final VOICES event successfully celebrated the achievements of a journey dedicated to celebrating 
historical heritage, migration, inclusion, European citizenship, and intercultural dialogue, while ensuring the 
sustainability of its results through the adoption of concrete policy measures and the strengthening of 
partnerships among local authorities, civil society organisations, educational institutions, migrant 
communities, and young people from across Europe. The event brought together 272 participants from 17 
European countries, transforming Rosarno into a vibrant space for dialogue, learning, advocacy, and 
cultural exchange. 

To assess the quality, relevance, and overall impact of the event, EucA distributed a comprehensive 
evaluation questionnaire to participants at the conclusion of the activities. The results were overwhelmingly 
positive and confirmed the event's success in achieving its educational, civic, and intercultural objective 
97% of participants rated the overall experience in the event 4 or 5 out of 5. In particular, the Audiovisual 
Exhibition was rated 4 or 5 out of 5 by 100% of attendees, and the Multicultural Festival by 96.9% (3.1% 
rated the Festival 3 out of 5). Several respondents also reported that the experience strengthened their 
understanding of European values and institutions. 91.1% of participants think their understanding of the EU 
has increased (4 or 5 out of 5),  confirming the effectiveness of the project in connecting local realities with 
broader European priorities related to historical and cultural heritage, inclusion, equality, and democratic 
engagement.  ​
​
From a qualitative perspective, three main strengths emerged consistently throughout the feedback. Firstly, 
participants highly valued the opportunity to meet people from different countries and cultural backgrounds, 
describing the intercultural environment as one of the most enriching aspects of the experience. Secondly, 
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many respondents highlighted the Multicultural Festival, the exhibition, and the direct interaction with local 
communities as particularly meaningful moments that allowed them to experience inclusion and diversity in 
a tangible way. Thirdly, participants appreciated the opportunity to engage in discussions on migration, 
anti-racism, and active citizenship while developing practical skills related to policymaking, advocacy, and 
democratic participation through the Committee of the Regions simulation. 

The feedback further demonstrated the emotional and personal impact of the initiative. Many participants 
described the event as inspiring, eye-opening, and transformative, emphasizing how direct contact with 
local communities and the stories shared throughout the project contributed to a deeper understanding of 
migration, social inclusion, and intercultural dialogue. Among the testimonials collected, participants stated: 

"VOICES in Rosarno was an inspiring experience, connecting with people from different backgrounds and 
learning about active citizenship made EU values feel truly alive." 

"This experience has enriched me both academically and emotionally. I met incredible people, learned from 
different perspectives, and left feeling truly happy." 

"Being part of an initiative focused on dignity, humanity, and inclusion made me feel connected to efforts 
that uplift and support the community in Rosarno." 

The evaluation confirmed that the event and the related project activities successfully fostered dialogue on 
cultural heritage, active citizenship, and social inclusion. Participants left Rosarno with stronger intercultural 
competencies, a deeper understanding of migration and anti-racism issues, valuable international 
connections, and a renewed commitment to contributing to more inclusive communities at local and 
European levels. 


